PRESS RELEASE

Embassy of the United States of America in Damascus
Tel: 963-11-3391-4444  Fax: 963-11-332-1456  Web: http://damascus.usembassy.gov/

American Voices Association Trains Young Syrians
July 21, 2010

On July 17, American Voices, a Houston, Texas-based NGO, launched a one-week free performing arts
training program for young Syrians, the Youth Excellence on Stage (YES) Academy.

Approximately 200 Syrian students aged 10-26 are benefiting from the Academy, which will culminate
with free public performances on July 24 (Jazz and Classical Music) and July 25 (Broadway and Hip Hop), both
at 9:00 p.m. at the Dummar Theater in New Damascus. Faculty and student musicians, actors, and dancers will
perform in the concerts.

The YES Academy’s 11 faculty members are from prestigious American universities and cultural
organizations including Baylor University, the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra, Theater Under The Stars, and
HaviKoro Break Dancers. Their training program offers an emerging generation of Syrian music, dance and
theater students and teachers in the country’s public and private schools and cultural institutions the chance to
collaborate with Americans in piano, classical voice, conducting, violin, viola, cello, bass, children’s theater and
dance, jazz, Broadway, and hip hop dance.

The YES Academy donated 3,000 American music books and educational materials to Syrian
institutions including the Higher Institute of Music and Dramatic Arts, the Solhi al Wadi School, al-Asad
National Library, and music schools in Homs, Aleppo, and Suwaida.

According to the Academy Director, John Ferguson, “The YES Academy brings an American education
experience to Damascus and creates opportunities for young people to either perfect their skills or try out new
styles and genres of music, dance and theater with an internationally recognized faculty. | hope that young
talent from throughout the region will continue to enjoy and benefit from this unique program.”

Hosted by the Higher Institute of Music and Dramatic Arts, the YES Academy is sponsored by the U.S.
Embassy in Damascus as well as other partners.

Information regarding the YES Academy can be found on the following websites:
www.YESAcademy.info, http://www.YouTube.com/americanvoices, and www.americanvoices.org.

Members of the press are invited to visit YES Academy training workshops on the campus of the Higher
Institute of Music and Dramatic Arts daily from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. as well as to attend the free gala
performances on July 24 and July 25 at 9:00 p.m. at Dummar Theater in New Damascus.


http://www.yesacademy.info/
http://www.youtube.com/americanvoices
http://www.americanvoices.org/
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